
The Gospel is free, but it is not cheap 

 

Thank you for your inquiry concerning the copying of our products. Unfortunately it is prohibited, 

and punishable by law to copy any of our products. To our knowledge the minimum penalty 

applicable in South Africa to both the person/company doing the duplication as well as the person 

found in possession of the illegal copy at present is 3 years imprisonment or R5000.00 per copy. 

 

While you ask this question, I would like to use this opportunity to introduce you to Kerugma 

Productions, by giving you an idea of how we operate and how you can be involved with this 

important ministry. Kerugma Productions is a faith venture where we depend on the free will 

offerings of the people who benefit spiritually from our products. We pray daily that the Lord will 

work in people’s hearts to contribute towards this ministry, enabling us to do the work. Our staff 

consists of two full time members, namely my wife Marina and I. The third part of the team is a 

nurse, Anita Fouché, who helps us in her free time. Although this ministry is now in its 10th year full 

time, no one up to date has received any payment. Thus, besides the ministry itself, we entirely 

depend on the Lord for our daily needs. It is extremely expensive to produce these products. This is 

due to the high cost of the filming and editing equipment we have to use. Our aim is to reach as 

many people as possible with these DVDs, thus the low price we charge per DVD. To date we have 

still not recouped the production costs of any of our products by the sales of the copies thereof. 

After the assembling of a DVD copy and the necessary royalties paid (where applicable), the little 

income generated by the sales of such a DVD is very small indeed. The amount of sales of any of 

these DVDs in a country such as South Africa does not cover even the filming cost thereof, never 

minding the huge cost for post production (the editing, DVD authoring, etc.). You must understand 

that we are not a ministry that is funded by a church or any other organization. When filming we 

have to pay all the traveling and touring cost ourselves as well as the tapes, accommodation etc. 

 

We recently heard of a ministry that is receiving DVDs from overseas who encourage people to copy 

them for free distribution because “the gospel must get out.” This may sound very pious, but here is 

the problem. How are they going to be able to produce a next DVD if they do not receive the 

financial compensation from the people who saw the previous one? One thing that we need to 

understand is that although the gospel message itself is free, it can be very costly to bring the 

message to people. For instance: someone who is ministering to the Bushmen in the Kalahari need 

4x4 vehicles to reach them. You see, the gospel is free, but not cheap. I hope you understand what I 

am trying to tell you: As much as we would love to hand out our products at no charge, we are not 

able to do so. We are accountable to the Lord concerning the finances of this ministry. If we hand out 

everything for free, would it be fair to pray at the end of the month for money to pay the bills? We 

have to deal wisely with that which the Lord has entrusted to us. Therefore we do believe it is fair to 



expect a contribution from those who are blessed by viewing our products – even if it is only to pay 

for their own copy. 

 

A further reason why we cannot allow people to make copies of our products is that we do have a 

very strict policy about quality control. People are used to receiving the regular news of the day at a 

very high standard. If we are to bring you the best news that you ever are going to receive and must 

receive, should it not be at that same high standard or even better? Thus the high costs that are 

invested in our equipment, production and distribution of these products. Further, DVDs are a very 

sensitive media, consequently we use specialized DVD discs for our copies that cost much more than 

what you would pay for a blank disc in the normal shops. This is to ensure that the picture and audio 

quality are of very high standard. The moment people encounter a problem with a DVD, they call us. 

If we allow others to make copies, who will answer all the calls of the people complaining because it 

will not play, etc? We just do not have the staff to do this. It is not possible for us to handle such 

requests and send replacement DVDs for free to satisfy those who might complain about the quality 

control of copies duplicated elsewhere. Worst of all is that the image of the gospel message will 

suffer, as something that seems to be inferior and cheap. 

 

Therefore we would encourage you to prayerfully consider whether the Lord would not perhaps like 

you to become involved with this ministry by praying for us regularly. And if the Lord wants you to 

contribute financially towards this ministry, we would really appreciate it. But we would really 

appreciate your prayers. For example; we were recently asked to film a large Christian event in South 

Africa and make DVDs of that, but we had to decline it because of a lack of funds. We say this so that 

you may be able to understand that we really need your and others’ prayer support.  

 

I hope this information will encourage you to become involved with this ministry as the Lord may 

direct you. Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Naas le Roux 

 

Angus Buchan says in his latest book: “Jesus Christ had to die on the Cross of Calvary, so 

that you and I could have eternal life. There’s nothing cheap about the Gospel. It’s 

expensive. We must be prepared to go the extra mile for the Lord. If it means sleeping in 

strange beds, if it means travelling, then we must do it. If it means working extra hours, 

then it must happen. If it means going without for the sake of the lost, then it must happen. 

But it must happen voluntarily, willingly and joyfully.”  

Angus Buchan, Come of Age, Maranatha Christian Publishers, 2010, p. 260 


